Closing the distance

It has been brought forward that though we offer instruction in other Taoist arts beyond the 108 move set, such as Lok Hup and Sword and Sabre, there is a lack of opportunity for many of the members to take advantage of this due to the expense and time involved in travel to Toronto or Orangeville and there are no instructors qualified to teach these arts locally.  

As the society expands, both in membership and geographically, this barrier also grows to a greater or lesser extent depending on where people are located in the country or the world.  Ever increasing airfares add to this problem.

Similarly, there is a small group of the original-founding members who practiced under the guidance of Master Moi Lin Shin.  These people possess a gift, which will leave when they do. 

Maybe it is time to look beyond the traditional classroom or workshop model in order to make access to this knowledge more available to all rather than the few who have the means to take these courses.  Even though in many cases these are volunteers who dedicate an enormous amount of their personal time to the society in instruction and administration, they are not able to pass what they have gleaned on at the local level because right or wrong, they are not regarded as having the required depth of knowledge to do this properly.  

Over the past decade, digital technology has brought us new teaching and communications tools and improvements over old ones along with vastly reduced costs.  The replacement of chemical photography with digital media has eliminated consumables and processing cost and thereby a huge portion of the overall expense in video production.

The web has become a ubiquitous tool in the over and under developed world. Through web supported tools and applications such as smart boards, and Skype, video conferencing has moved to a level where valuable interaction is now achievable.  

I am not suggesting that there is no longer a need for first hand instruction but that through a combination of this and the right set of technological tools, it should be possible to deliver quality workshops without the physical presence of the primary instructor.

A workshop conducted in Orangeville could be simultaneously videoconferenced with multiple centres through skype or similar software while secondary local instructors could help to interpret the lessons to individual students at the recipient workshops wherever they might be.  As this media is interactive, there could be an opportunity for the remote sites to feed questions and observations back to the main workshop in real time either directly or through smart boards.

Another less novel approach is through focused video production.  I know that this has been tried from time to time experimentally and that it is not considered a sound method for learning Taichi.  The problem is that there is no interaction with video and thus no ability to correct a misunderstood move or intention.  A carefully crafted instruction video or multimedia tool delivered only in the presence of an instructor or instruction team able to properly interpret the lesson in a regular class or workshop should be able to effectively bring enough understanding of new material in order to move a group ahead.

Most of the equipment required for the previous options is interchangeable and due to the interactive potential, origin and recipient sites could also be interchangeable so we could potentially all go to wherever the key instructors are located.

I would like to suggest that the national level of the organization be encouraged to consider exploring these or related ideas.   On a local level, with the potential acquisition or construction of a new Taichi Centre in Nanaimo, we could position ourselves as a West Coast delivery site for Orangeville or Toronto workshops. 
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